HEPARIN ENHANCEMENT OF FACTORS STIMULATING BONE RESORPTION IN TISSUE CULTURE.
The addition of small amounts of a commercial heparin solution, or a synthetic polysaccharide-sulfuric ester similar in structure to heparin, to the medium in which bone tissue is cultured markedly enhances the amount of bone resorption obtained with suboptimal concentrations of parathyroid extract or other factors which stimulate bone resorption. It is suggested that heparin be considered a "cofactor" which stimulates bone resorption and which may play an important role in physiological or pathological resorption.